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Dear Friends:

It’s almost summer time (June 21-September 21) and summer is one of
the best times to think about inviting people to discover Jesus. While many
people think about inviting people to church around Christmas and Easter,
GVBC gears up for discovery activities during the summer. As a church,
we are looking at reaching out to help others discover the love of God.
Here are some of the activities, events, and ministries to which you can
invite someone.

Summer is when many people move. Introduce yourselves to someone
who is new in your neighborhood. When people move, making friends is
always hard. Our new neighbors moved in a year ago, made some
changes to the house, and then invited the neighborhood to come to their
Open House. We were the only neighbors that came. The door is open for
you to reach out to new neighbors.

I want you to think about who you could invite to our
Vacation Bible School. Led by our Elementary
Children’s Director, Susan Wakuta, it’s one of the finest
around and it is a great entry level ministry at GVBC.
Scholarships are available. Friday night KidZone is
another great opportunity for children, 1st grade to 5th

grade, to discover the love of God.

For youth, it is Tuesday night activities for middle schoolers, and
Wednesday night activies for senior high schoolers. Pastors Layne and
Daniel and the Youth Ministry team provides an exciting time for new
youth to become part of a group of youth who want to follow Jesus. Also
our Youth Summer Camp will be held from Sunday, August 2 through
Friday, August 7, at Oak Glen Christian Conference Center in Yucaipa,
CA. Scholarships are available.

Our College Ministry (EPIC), led by Brad Toy, will be holding a Summer
Retreat for High School Seniors (College Freshmen) on the weekend of
June 26-29.

The Evangelism Ministry has invited Dr. Patrick Zukeran, an international
speaker on apologetics and the Bible to share about topics people often
ask about:  God, the Christian faith, the Bible, Creation and the hereafter,
on Wednesday, July 8 and Thursday, July 9, at 7 PM in the Sanctuary.
Also, on Monday, July 27, will be their Ice Cream Social event which is a
fun, evangelistic outreach for all ages, from 6-8 PM in the Community Hall.

Do you know that in many people’s hearts is the desire to help people in
need?  It may be driven by the desire to help someone and feel good
about it, or because of the residue of the Christian cultural there is that
desire to help others. Our Friday Food Ministry and our once-a-month
Long Beach Ministry are two places where you can invite people to help
others. It also becomes a great opportunity to share why you are helping
others and your relationship to Jesus.

GVBC tries to give you some opportunities to help people discover Jesus.
We will be creating more opportunities, but you also are to be led by Jesus
(Follow Me) and have the opportunity to create your own time to do
something in your neighborhood to help them discover Jesus.

This summer is a time for Jesus!

His child,
Pastor Steve

THIS SUMMER
IT’S TIME FOR

JESUS
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GOD’S PERFECT PLAN
PROFILE OF SANDY TSUKAMOTO, GVBC STAFFER
BY KATHY AISO
“’For I know the plans that I have for you’, declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not
for calamity to give you a future and a hope.” —Jeremiah 29:11

God worked through Sandy Tsukamoto’s
parents to carry out His perfect plan.
Although Sandy’s parents were not
Christian, they wanted their children to
attend church regularly throughout
elementary school.

MANY RELIGIOUS CHOICES

Sandy’s mother had many different
churches and religions to pick from for
her children. She chose Christianity and GVBC. Every
Sunday, Sandy’s mom dropped off and picked up the
children from Sunday school.  As Sandy and her siblings
grew up and entered middle school, her parents gave each
child the option of continuing to attend church or stopping.
After graduating from Gardena Elementary School (GES),
Sandy decided to continue attending GVBC, intermittently.
In the ninth grade, she accepted Christ as her Lord and
Savior.

CHRIST IS REAL

In college, Sandy came to realize Christ was real and it was
important to have a relationship with Him. A relationship
with Christ would affect her whole life and involve her time,
talents, and possessions. Starting in 1986, she attended
Cal State University Dominguez Hills (CSUDH). In addition
to regularly attending church services and the college
group, she was discipled by Jill Han (a former member of
GVBC). Both young women attended CSUDH where they
also took a cycling class together.

One day, Jill approached Sandy and asked if she would
consider being discipled by her. Sandy accepted and they
began meeting weekly for prayer and Bible study. As a
result, Sandy grew spiritually and developed a deepening
relationship with the Lord. “Jill really helped me to grow in
the depth of my relationship with the Lord — to draw closer
to Him and have the desire to know him,” Sandy affirmed.
Sandy and Jill have kept in contact and continue to enjoy a
close relationship.

MEETING HER FUTURE HUSBAND

While in college, Sandy met her future husband, Brandon
Tsukamoto, at a Mt. Hermon Camp. After accepting the
Lord at Mt. Hermon, Brandon started attending GVBC.
Sandy and Brandon dated on-and-off for seven years. In
August 1996, they were married at GVBC. God has blessed

them with their children, Ryan age 15;
Bethany age 13; and David age 11.
“God has really blessed me with my
family,” Sandy stated.  “They give me a
purpose and joy in whatever I do.”

UNWAVERNG COMMITMENT

After receiving her B.A. in Public
Administration from CSUDH in May
1992, Sandy worked for Farmers

Insurance. She served as a secretary in the Corporate
Communications Dept. Eventually, she became Corporate
Communications Coordinator in charge of donating
company money to deserving non-profit charities. This, in
addition to serving in administration at Bible Study
Fellowship (BSF) for four years and working registration for
VBS for several years, helped prepare Sandy for her
current job as Christian Education Secretary on our GVBC
staff. She assumed the position in February of this year.
With unwavering commitment, she has attended BSF for 20
years. She continues to faithfully attend BSF on
Wednesdays. BSF, Jill’s discipleship, and GVBC have
helped Sandy grow steadily in her Christian walk.

GVBC: A BIG WARM FAMILY

Sandy grew up in Gardena with her parents, her older
sister, Carolyn, and older brother, Robert. In addition to
Gardena Elementary School, she attended Peary Middle
School ,and Gardena High School.

Today, Sandy is happy to be a part of and working with the
Pastoral Staff.  “Everyone is so great!  I really feel like it’s a
big, warm family,” Sandy shared.

GOD’S PERFECT PLANS

Sandy’s favorite Bible verse, Jeremiah 29:11, reminds her
that she can have purpose and joy in whatever she does by
following God’s plan for her life.

“For I know the plans that I have for you,”
declares the LORD, “plans for welfare and not
for calamity to give you a future and a hope.”

God’s perfect plan directed Sandy to church where she
eventually accepted Christ as her Lord and Savior. At the
same time, it provided her with an eternal purpose which
she has found deeply rewarding and satisfying.

(L) Brandon & Sandy Tsukamoto,
Ryan, Bethany & David
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
WE NEED YOUR HELP!

VBS is almost here. It starts Monday, July 13 and ends Friday, July 17 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

Vacation Bible School is a wonderful opportunity for everyone in the GVBC body to minister to the young children in our
community and church. Would you consider just one of the many ways you can help us bring Jesus to the lives of these
young children, ages finished preschool to finished fifth grade?  There are many ways to be involved from donating
supplies for crafts to contributing snacks for the hard-working staff; teaching or helping in a classroom or being a mighty
prayer warrior. Every job — big or small — is critical in our joint effort to reach the children with the good news of Jesus
Christ.

Please look over the list below of different ways you can help (various shifts and days available):

 Decorations:  Painting murals and creating scenery for the classrooms and hallways.

 Craft Prep and/or Helper:  Preparing materials for crafts. Helping during craft time.

 Drama:  Helping with props and scenes for the daily skits. Rehearsals start before VBS. Perform at VBS assembly.

 Worship:  Worship team leads the children in songs and hand motions during the assembly.

 Missions:  Assist the coordinator with organizing supplies collected for the VBS mission project.

 Photography:  Taking pictures during VBS.

 Recreation:  Assist with preparing, organizing and running outdoor games and activities for the children.

 Prayer Warrior:  Provide prayer support for the children and staff before and during VBS.

 Registration:  Distribute and receive registration forms after services. Man the registration table in the Courtyard.

 Check-in:  Daily check-in of the children as they arrive before VBS begins.

 Setup:  Assist with setting up and getting ready each day.

 Breakdown:  Assist with breaking down and cleaning up on Friday afternoon July 17 at the end of VBS.

 Snacks:  Preparation and serving snacks for the children.

 Storytelling:  Telling the Bible story in a creative way.

 Teacher:  Taking the lead in a classroom.

 Classroom Aide:  Assisting a teacher in the classroom.

 Baby Nursery:  Help care for the infants/toddlers of our volunteers

 Hospitality:  Assist with organizing lunches for meetings prior to VBS and organize refreshment area for staff during
VBS.

Volunteer forms are in the Narthex or after the worship services or the office. Please fill out the form and return it to the
VBS box in the Narthex, the church office, the registration table in the Courtyard after the worship services or place it in
the offering bag.

We hope to have 220 kids on campus the week of VBS so it is very important we get our staff in place and organized to
insure our ministry to the children will run as smoothly as possible. Any questions please contact Marcy Cottrell at
mfcottrell@earthlink.net or through the office. Thank you in advance for your prayerful consideration.
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MICHAEL & CHRIS MASON, SAKAI INTERNATIONL BIBLE CHURCH, JAPAN
A dear member of Oasis Church, Mr. Kawano who battled cancer, recently went

home to the Lord. In his final days, Mr. Kawano regretted he did not share Jesus with
more people. Through Mr. Kawano’s death, however, many unsaved heard the Gospel.
Over 150 — mostly non-Christians — attended his two funeral services which Michael
conducted. As part of the services Michael not only shared about Mr. Kawano’s journey
of faith, but also the hope, peace, and eternal life which God offers to those who
believe in Jesus.

The Masons request prayer the many spiritual seeds grow and last which were
planted at the services. Please also keep Mr. Kawano’s wife, Michiyo, in prayer. It was
about a year ago when Mr. Kawano accepted Christ which delighted Michiyo; however,
their time spent together as brother and sister in Christ was short. It makes the loss for
Michiyo more painful. She needs the daily comfort of her loving heavenly Father.

Chris is now a full-time staff member at Kansai Christian School (KCS). Chris wears
a 3rd “different hat” at school, as she now helps out in the office for a few hours. Chris
is thankful for the opportunity to serve in whatever capacity she is placed. As staffing
decisions are made for the 2015-2016 school year, please pray Chris will be placed in
the exact situation where she can have the greatest impact on those around her. In
May, Michael finished his year as KCS chaplain. For the last nine months he has been
speaking on “Holding onto the Promises of God.”

The Masons will be here in Southern California this summer. In addition to visiting
churches, there will be quick trips to JEMS Mt. Hermon Family Camp and Spokane,
WA. As Michael and Chris write, “PLEASE PRAY for our time of visiting churches. May
the Lord use us to be a blessing and encouragement to others as we share about the ministry in
Japan. But may we also be able to receive the blessing and encouragement we need as we look
ahead to our next term.”  The Masons thank everyone for their prayers and support as they affirmed,
“We, together, serve the Kingdom of God in Japan.”

SHERYL SILZER, WYCLIFF BIBLE TRANSLATOR
During the early part of this year, Sheryl was busy running two online classes with workers from

Toulouse, France; Netherlands, and Germany. The European students include Dutch, German,
British, and Swiss. One other group includes Chinese (from Hong Kong) and some workers from the
U.S.

In mid-May, Sheryl traveled to France to finish the course in person. In July, she will do the same
thing with the group in the Netherlands. After completing the online and face-to-face interactions,
Sheryl will review and revise the course with input from the course sponsor. There is a major question
raised about whether the course materials will be translated into other languages. At this point, the
answer is uncertain.

Sheryl has also been teaching the semester class on the Asian church in American society. This
involves also interacting with students.  “This year’s group has been especially open to understanding
how their Asian cultural background conflicts with American culture and processing how to address
the cultural issues they face in Asian-American churches,” Sheryl confirmed.

Please pray for Sheryl, who is thankful for being at home in April and early May. It enabled her to
attend to an old knee injury. It also gave her an opportunity to adjust to a new diabetes medication and
prepare for future traveling.

KEN & DIANE KUDO, OVERSEAS CRUSADES SEPAL SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
There is a water and electricity crisis in Brazil. This happened recently because

earlier there was an abundance of rainfall and water from Itaipu Dam — the largest
hydroelectric dam in the world — but now there is a drought. As a result, everyone is
skimping on water usage. Big fines are being given to those homeowners and large
companies who abuse their usage of electrical power.

In Sao Paulo, water distribution is being confined to only certain days of the week,
depending on what area one lives in. This is a huge challenge for Diane who needs to
take a bath once or twice a day due to her allergies and skin condition.

Please pray Diane will be able to maintain her health under these conditions.
“Please pray for us to stay faithful and effective so we can reach more of the lost here in
Sao Paulo and disciple them with a passion for the lost peoples here and in Asia,”
writes Ken. “Please pray the Living Water comes upon Diane and me for a greater harvest.”

5)

OUR MISSION FIELD

THEREFORE, GO
AND MAKE
DISCIPLES OF ALL
NATIONS.
MATTHEW 28:19
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MATSUSHIMA'S RETURNED SAFELY FROM MADAGASCAR
BY BOB & TERESA MATSUSHIMA

Heartfelt thanks to everyone who prayed for us while we were serving
on the Africa Mercy Ship in Madagascar, SE Africa from January to
March 2015. The photo at right shows our welcoming committee at LAX
on the day we returned from our missions trip.

We are so thankful to be home safe and sound. Initially we thought the
transition to Africa would be difficult, but when we got there, we hit the
ground running and adjusted fine. We sweated at work, served the Lord
with gladness, met tons of wonderful Christians, were wide-eyed seeing
life in a new country, experienced a community of believers working in
one accord, and saw our patients healed from disfiguring diseases.

When we returned, we were hit with the reality that we were somehow
different and changed from the missions experience. Life was still rolling
along as before we left, but it was a little harder to just pop ourselves
back into the swing of things. Having seen life through the eyes of our
struggling coworkers in a third world country, made us that much more
thankful to be back in the U.S. But at the same time, we were thinking about how the
people in Madagascar subsist day-to-day, foraging for food and clean water and
worry about their child contracting malaria or getting burned in the family cooking fire.
So, it was hard to go back to our life of clean, drinkable, running water with a frig full
of food and screened windows.

We continue to think about and lift up the people of Madagascar and their
salvation. And, when God brings them to mind, we would ask you, too, would
remember them in prayer. We have much to be thankful for and take so many things
here in the U.S. for granted. May the Lord bless the Malagasy people and bring His
love and light to their nation. God bless you as the body of believers.

You can find more information at mercyships.org or our blog at:
matsinmadagascar.wordpress.com

(Mission Field Continued from page 4)

FAMILY NEWS

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO
Lois Nishimoto and family in the passing of her beloved father, Iwao Nakamura. The
memorial service & reception was held on Saturday, May 30 at GVBC.

To the family of Tom Nakanishi who passed away on Saturday, May 23. The
memorial service will held in Hawaii.

To Deron Tokishi and family in the passing of his mother, Blossom Tokishi, who
passed away on Tuesday, May 26. Services will be held on Wednesday, June 10 at
10:00 a.m. at Faith United Methodist.

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congratulations to newlyweds Michael & Nikki [Kikuchi] Ueda who
were married on Saturday, May 30 at the Camarillo Ranch House.
Michael’s proud family is: parents Scott & Stephanie Ueda and
sister Kristin [Ueda] & Mark Ujimori. Pastor Chris Koga officiated.

LETTERS FROM OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Dear GVBC Family, I want to thank you all for the many get-well
wishes, prayers, phone calls, food, and visitations to the hospital,
rehab, and my sister’s home where I’m recovering. I especially want to thank Pastor
Steve & Nancy Langley, Pastor Annette Kakimoto, and Pastor Daniel Matsuda for
their prayers at ER and rehab. I’m doing well and going for outpatient physical
therapy and soon will be back to church. Again, many thanks for everything and God
bless you all. Your Sister in Christ. Love, Jean Urabe

A NEW COMMAND
I GIVE YOU: LOVE
ONE ANOTHER . . .
JOHN 13:34

(L) Gerald Mayewaki, Linda Hayashi,
Teresa & Bob, Sanaye Nagami



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

NO SENIOR EXERCISE ON MONDAYS OF JULY 6-27
During the month of July, Senior Exercise will NOT meet on
Mondays. We will still meet on Wednesdays and Fridays.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturday, June 20, 8:00 — 10:00 a.m., Room 113 (by the
kitchen). All men welcome to join us as for a video series
called “God at War” from the same producers of “Not a
Fan.” Meeting includes a delicious breakfast. Sign up in the
Courtyard after the worship services or call the church
office. Next breakfast meeting will be Saturday, July 25.

JCI CARNIVAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Saturday, June 27 — Sunday, June 28. We need volunteers
to help man a booth, usually at a food booth. Scheduled
times and days available. To volunteer contact Cindy
Matsuda after the worship services in the Guest Center
table in the Courtyard or email her at
hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com.

~ UPCOMING EVENTS ~

OFFICE CLOSED Friday, July 3, Independence Day

PRAY FOR JAPAN BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, July 11, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Refreshments
served in Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome.
For more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676,
eiji@gvbc.net.

SONSPARK LABS VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)
Monday, July 13 to Friday, July 17, 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Finished preschool to finished 5th Grade. DEADLINE to
register: Sunday, June 28. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED [see
article on page 3].

HIGH SCHOOL & MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER CAMP
Sunday, August 2 to Friday, August 7, Oak Glen Christian
Conference Center. Contact Layne Wakuta, ext. 682,
layne@gvbc.net.

GVBC GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday, August 14, 12:00 p.m. shotgun start, Rio Hondo Golf
Course, Downey. We will support our seminarians as well
as GVBC’s Friday Food Ministry — feeding the
disadvantaged and homeless. We would be thankful for any
support from: Corporate sponsorships, Tee-sign sponsors,
raffle gift donations such as gift certificates, golf equipment/
accessories, tickets to sporting events, merchandise, small
appliances, gift baskets, etc. We also need golfers!
Registration coming soon.

CLASSES AT GVBC
Sunday, August 16, 12:30 — 4:30 p.m.
101 Class, Membership and Baptism. For high school age
and up. For those seeking information about GVBC and
who would like to become a member and/or be baptized.
201 Class, Designed to help you develop spiritual
maturity.
301 Class Part I & II, (August 16 & 23) Discovering
Ministry. Learn about your unique spiritual gifts, your
S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality,
Experience) and take the next step in the ministry
exploration process (must attend two-part series).
401 Class, Redefining My Life’s Mission. Teaches you

how to redefine your life’s mission and how you can live as a
witness to Christ.
Baptism Sunday August 30
A light lunch is provided before each class. Register by
checking off the appropriate box on the back of your
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-mail
her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the subject line].

OFFICE CLOSED Monday, September 7 Labor Day

2015 WOMEN’S WEEKEND
November 6 & 7. Friday night will be a wonderful night of
worship — singing praises to God led by Wendy Katagi and
the Women’s Worship Team. Saturday we’ll hear from a
special speaker, join in with a discussion group, enjoy a
delicious lunch, and participate in afternoon activities. We’ll
end the weekend with the Women’s Worship Team. Our
director is Chris Umetsu. More info to follow.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, June 17 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, June 14.

Announcements

CHRISTIAN SERVICE SCHOLARSHIPS
This scholarship is given as an encouragement to those who use their Spiritual
gifts in Christian service. Up to $750 will be awarded to applicants. See
application in the Narthex for requirements. DEADLINE is June 20, no
exceptions. For info contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672, wendy@gvbc.net.

NO PARKING AT PACIFIC SQUARE ON SUNDAYS
(Life After Pacific Square)

As we adjust to “No Parking” at Pacific Square on Sunday mornings, we have come up with some
guidelines to help us be hospitable to church members and guests. Here are the areas where we can
park:
 La Salle Parking Lot (11 spaces):

4 handicapped
7 for ages 85+

 Denker Parking Lot (38 spaces):
Ages 75+
Families with children who are preschool age and younger

 158th Street between Denker Ave. & La Salle Ave. (both sides of street ):
Handicapped
Guests
Drop offs

 Union Bank (142 spaces at 15800 Western Ave., Corner of 158th St. & Western Ave.):
2-1/2 minute walk

 All other street parking –
Please remember NOT to block the driveways of our neighbors. We want to bless them!

Oasis Chapel Rifu, Japan Short-term Mission Team
(Standing L) Kate Bun, Anna Osato, Emi Osato, Minako Fujimoto.
(Sitting L) Tommy Morse, Tommy Park. Our Bilingual service
meets every second Saturday of the month. Refreshments served
in Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome. We would like
all English and Nichigo congregations to join us for this very
important prayer service. For more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato,
ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor [on leave-of-absence]
BRAD TOY Interim Director of College
LAYNE WAKUTA Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

Following Jesus produces a faith that
overcomes fear.

— Pastor Steve Langley
Sunday morning sermon on May 31

He said to his disciples, “Why are you
so afraid?  Do you still have no faith?

— Mark 4:40

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, JUNE 7/COMMUNION
Pastor James Chang
Count the Cost ~ Mark 8:34-35

SUNDAY, JUNE 14/GRADUATE RECOGNITION
Transformed by the Spirit
John 14:15-17, Gal. 5:25

SUNDAY, JUNE 21/FATHER’S DAY
New Series:
Develop the Character of Christ

SUNDAY, JUNE 28
Special Speaker: Pastor James Choung


